Drinking water, including bottled water, may rea-
sonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that
the water poses a health risk. More information
about contaminants and potential health effects
can be obtained by visiting the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Ground Water and Drinking Wa-
ter website at htips://www.epa.gov/ground-water-
and-drinking-water/forms/contact-us-about-ground
-water-and-drinking-water.

UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our system collected samples under the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) Unregulated
Contaminants Monitoring Rule (UCMR) for 29
PFAS compounds and lithium. This monitoring is
being conducted so the EPA can receive occur-
rence data for these compounds to determine
what additional compounds may need to be regu-
lated in drinking water. We collected samples in
February 2023 and August 2023 and detected the
compounds shown in the table. These compounds
are not regulated at this time. If you would like to
view our results, contact our office at (260) 724-
7171.

SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS

Sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reser-
voirs, springs and wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dis-
solves naturally occurring minerals and in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activity.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-
nants in drinking water than the general popula-
tion. Immuno-compromised persons such as per-
sons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, per-
sons who have undergone organ transplants, peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disor-
ders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly
at risk from infections. These people should seek
advice about drinking water from their healthcare
providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptospor-
idium and other microbiological contaminants are
available from the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’'s Ground Water and Drinking Water website at
htips://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-

water/forms/contact-us-about-ground-water-and-

drinking-water.

IDEM’s public transparency dashboard for lead is
available at https://idem.120water-ptd.com/.

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable
to lead in drinking water than the general popula-
tion. It is possible that lead levels at your home
may be higher than at other homes in the commu-
nity as a result of materials used in your home's
plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated
lead levels in your home's water, you may wish to
have your water tested and flush your tap for 30
seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water. Ad-
ditional information is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4761).

Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service lines and
home plumbing. The Decatur Water Department
is responsible for providing high quality drinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize exposure is available
from the EPA’s Ground Water and Drinking Water
website at https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-
drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-

drinking-water.

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water.
Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause seri-
ous health effects in all age groups, especially
pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and
breastfed), and young children. Some of the
health effects to infants and children include de-
creases in |Q and attention span. Lead exposure
can also result in new or worsened learning and
behavior problems. The children of persons who
are exposed to lead before or during pregnancy
may be at increased risk of these harmful health
effects. Adults have increased risks of heart dis-
ease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous sys-
tem problems. Contact your healthcare provider
for more information about your risks.

TIPS FOR PROTECTING OUR
WATER SUPPLY & WATERSHED

e Participate in watershed clean-up activities.

e Limit your use of chemicals, fertilizers, pesti-
cides, and other hazardous products. Buy only
what you need, reducing the amount to be later
discarded. Follow label directions.

e For information on household hazardous waste
disposal in Adams County, please visit the Ad-
ams County Solid Waste Management District
(SWMD) online at:
http://adamscountyswmd.com/.

Prepared by
Wessler Engineering
www.wesslerengineering.com

ANNUAL
DRINKING WATER
QUALITY REPORT

Artistically Inspired Innovation

Decatur Water Department
Decatur, Indiana

Decatur is pleased to present this year's Drink-
ing Water Quality Report. This report is de-
signed to keep you informed about the quality
of your drinking water over the past year. Our
goal is to provide you with a safe and dependa-
ble supply of drinking water.

SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT AND
WELLHEAD PROTECTION

A Source Water Assessment has been com-
pleted for our community. The source of Deca-
tur's drinking water is groundwater produced
from six (6) production wells, located in two
separate well fields, the East Plant Well Field
(4) and the Decatur-Berne Well Field (2). The
wells are completed in a bedrock aquifer. A
Source Water Assessment has indicated that
our community drinking water supply is moder-
ately susceptible to contamination.

To help protect our water supply wells, the De-
catur Water Department is currently implement-
ing a Wellhead Protection Plan. The Wellhead
Protection Plan focuses on public awareness,
education, spill prevention, and reporting. Infor-
mation on what you can do to help protect our
drinking water supply is included in this report.

If you have questions concerning your water
utility or this report, please contact the Water
Department at (260) 724-7171. If you want to
learn more, you are welcome to attend any of
our regularly scheduled City Council Meetings
at City Hall (172 North 2nd Street) in Council
Chambers. Meetings are held the first and third
Tuesday of each month immediately following
the 6:00 PM Board of Public Works meeting.
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